He Exhorts Them

“Get A Move On”
Hebrews 6:1-3
Introduction: 
He Shames them – 5:11-14
He Exhorts them – 6:1-3
He Warns them – 6:4-8
He Encourages them – 6:9-20
II Timothy 3:14--17

﻿“and that from a baby you have known ﻿﻿the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation… that the man of God may be complete, ﻿﻿thoroughly equipped for every good work.”
Galatians 3:15 - 4:11 -- Children are to grow up and become sons (paraphrase)

Ephesians 4:11-16 - “Grow up unto Him…be no longer children.”

I. Let Us Go On to Maturity – 6:1a
A. The People Who Are Being Exhorted
1. They have spiritual life.
2. They have spiritual hearing.
3. They have a spiritual appetite.
4. They are compared to infants.
5. They have a capacity for growth.
6. They are exhorted to get moving.
Therefore, they are believers.
B. The Place They Are To Leave

They are to leave the place of infancy. That’s what he shames them about in the last chapter. They ought to be teachers; instead, they needed someone to teach them.
C. The Position They Are To Attain - Go on to “Perfection” - Maturity
D. The Practices that Will Assist
1. Prayer
2. Bible reading 

3. Church attendance

4. Christian Service

II. Let Us Stop Laying the Foundations – 6:1b - 2
What is the source of these doctrines? - Old Testament.

Why are they to leave them? - Because they are foundational.

Galatians 3:24-25
“Therefore ﻿﻿the law was our ﻿﻿tutor to bring us to Christ, ﻿﻿that we might be justified by faith. ﻿But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.”
The following six doctrines are doctrines which they had learned from the Law. These things prepared them to receive, by grace through faith, the salvation that Jesus and the apostles preached.
A. Foundations Concerning Forgiveness – 6:1c
1. Repentance from Dead Works
In the O.T. the people were constantly called to repent of their sin and set their faith in God.
The offering of a sacrificial victim was evidence of their repentance.

If they went back to those dead works, they would need to repent of that sin.
2. Faith Toward God

“Faith resting upon God” πίστεως  ἐπὶ  θεόν
The very offering of the sacrifice expressed their faith upon God. “faith in what God said”.

In the N.T., “faith in God” is expressed using εἰς  into or  ἐν  in
“faith in what Jesus said,” but also,

 “faith in the person Who said it.”

B. Foundations Concerning Ordinances – 6:2a
1. The Teaching Concerning Baptism
βαπτισμῶν = washings  (not Christian baptism)
Mark 7:4, 
﻿“When they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are many other things which they have received and hold, like the washing of cups, pitchers, copper vessels, and couches.”
Hebrews 9:10
“concerned only with ﻿﻿foods and drinks, various ﻿﻿washings, ﻿﻿and fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reformation.” (New order)

2. The Teaching Concerning Laying on of Hands - Connected with induction into office.
Old Testament

a. Kingship
Saul – I Samuel 10:1

“Then ﻿﻿Samuel took a flask of oil and poured it on his head, ﻿﻿and kissed him and said: “Is it not because ﻿﻿the Lord has anointed you commander over ﻿﻿His ﻿﻿inheritance?”
David – I Samuel 16:13
“Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers; and ﻿﻿the Spirit of the Lord came upon David from that day forward.”
b. Priesthood

Samuel - Ex. 29:7
﻿﻿“Then you shall take the garments, put the tunic on Aaron, and the robe of the ephod, the ephod, and the breastplate, and gird him with ﻿﻿the intricately woven band of the ephod. You shall put the turban on his head, and put the holy crown on the turban. And you shall take the anointing ﻿﻿oil, pour it on his head, and anoint him. Then ﻿﻿you shall bring his sons and put tunics on them. And you shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons, and put the hats on them. ﻿﻿The priesthood shall be theirs for a perpetual statute.”
New Testament
Acts 13:3

﻿“Then, ﻿﻿having fasted and prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent them away.”
C. Foundations Concerning Prophecy – 6:2b
1. Resurrection of the dead
Old Testament

Job 19:25-26
“For I know that my Redeemer lives, And He shall stand at last on the earth; And after my skin is ﻿﻿destroyed, this I know, That ﻿﻿in my flesh I shall see God, Whom I shall see for myself, And my eyes shall behold, and not another.”
Danial 12:2
“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame ﻿﻿and everlasting ﻿﻿contempt.”
Isaiah 26:19 ﻿﻿Your dead shall live; 

“Together with ﻿﻿my dead body they shall arise. Awake and sing, you who dwell in dust; For your dew is like the dew of herbs, and the earth shall cast out the dead.”
John 11:23-24 

“Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha said to Him, ﻿﻿“I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 

New Testament 

I Corinthians 15

Thessalonian Epistles 

Revelation
2. Eternal judgment

Psalm 1:5-6
“Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For ﻿﻿the Lord knows the way of the righteous, but the way of the ungodly shall perish. 
III.  Let Us Depend upon God and this ﻿﻿we will Do if God Permits – 6:3
A. An Expression of Piety (FF Bruce).
We say, “Lord willing”

or
Latin  D.V. “ Deo Volente”
B. You Can’t Do It by Yourself

God will have to help you and He will if you allow Him.

C. God Might Not Allow it

The word γὰρ, for, could, and I believe should, be translated “because”.
It introduces the reason (vv. 4-6 are one sentence) why God might not allow them to go on to maturity. 

We will look at that sentence next week.
